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ASIA-PACIFIC REGION ADOPTS REFERENCE MATERIALS FOR THE 

REGULATION OF AIR TAXIS AND DRONES 

 

 On 14 July 2025, civil aviation authorities from the Asia-Pacific region launched 

the “Reference Materials for Regulators to Facilitate the Regulation of Advanced Air 

Mobility (AAM) Operations” at the 2nd Meeting of Asia-Pacific Regulators on AAM at 

the High-Level Aviation Week in Singapore. The Reference Materials, jointly 

developed by 24 Asia-Pacific States and Administrations, will help support industry 

development, accelerate safe adoption and reduce regulatory risk and cost.  

 

2 This is the first time, and the Asia-Pacific is the first region within which, 

regulators have come together to jointly develop a set of Reference Materials which 

regulators can consider, adapt, and use to prepare for and facilitate commercial 

operations of air taxis and drones. Besides adoption in the Asia-Pacific region, the 

group will also submit the Reference Materials to the International Civil Aviation 

Organization (ICAO) for reference for global adoption. In response to industry 

feedback, the Reference Materials will be regularly updated to address even newer 

technologies and operational concepts. 

 

3 The launch of the Reference Materials will support more widespread use of 

drones and bring the region one step closer to making air taxi operations a reality. 

The meeting, which was attended by 20 Asia-Pacific regulators and senior 



  
  

 

 

representatives from 21 AAM companies and organisations (see Annex A for details), 

discussed plans for more uses of drones and the launch of air taxi operations over 

the next five years and how countries can work together to facilitate and benefit from 

such operations. Main uses of AAM include UAS operations to improve productivity 

and enable rapid service delivery, and eVTOL aircraft being an alternative transport 

solution, providing efficient connectivity along major routes and for island hopping, 

enhancing the low altitude economy. Participants emphasised the importance of 

collaboration among governments, and between governments and the private sector, 

to ensure that the region is ready to capture the economic, social, and environmental 

benefits that these technologies bring.  

 

4 The development of the reference materials mooted by the Civil Aviation 

Authority of Singapore (CAAS) was an outcome of the 1st Meeting of Asia-Pacific 

Regulators on AAM convened by CAAS and held in Singapore in November 2023. 

They cover six key areas for eVTOL aircraft, namely: i) Certification, Validation, and 

Acceptance; ii) Regulations for eVTOL Aircraft Entry into Service (EIS); iii) 

Cooperation among National Agencies; iv) Economic Policies and Regulations; v) 

Capability Development; and vi) Social Acceptance; and two areas of UAS, namely: 

i) Technical Guidance for the Implementation of Beyond Visual Line of Sight (BVLOS) 

UAS Operations; and ii) Capability Building (UAS Personnel Training). 

 

5 For regulators, the Reference Materials will help regulators and regulations 

keep pace with the rapid development and deployment of new technologies to 

leverage their benefits for economies and societies while ensuring aviation and public 

safety and security. For industry, the Reference Materials will facilitate technology 

development and adoption, support industry development and reduce regulatory 

uncertainty, cost and risk to investments in AAM and UAS. 

 



  
  

 

 

6 A closed-group consultation on the draft Reference Materials was conducted 

in November 2024 and a public industry consultation in April 2025. Nearly 600 

feedback were received from 48 respondents (see Annex B for details). The 

feedback were considered in the finalisation of the Reference Materials.  

 

7 One key feedback received was for guidance to be provided on establishing 

safety targets for different types of eVTOL aircraft operations. The Reference 

Materials have since been updated to provide regulators with a structured approach 

to determining safety targets and facilitating the transfer of aircraft from the State of 

Design to the State of the Operator.  

 

8 Another key feedback was on the inclusion of a comprehensive list of industry 

standards recognised as acceptable means of compliance with regulations. The 

Reference Materials have been enhanced to include the scope of standards 

referenced across the industry in different regions to demonstrate compliance with 

specific regulatory requirements.  

 

9 Another notable feedback was on future updates of the Reference Materials to 

address even newer technologies and operational concepts, such as guidance for 

hybrid platforms that combine different propulsion systems, approaches for remotely 

piloted systems and regulations for autonomous eVTOL aircraft operations. The 

Meeting discussed and agreed that the Reference Materials will be a “live” document 

and be regularly updated.  

 

10  Mr Han Kok Juan, Director-General of the Civil Aviation Authority of 

Singapore (CAAS), said, “The Asia-Pacific region will be a major market for Advanced 

Air Mobility which will transform the way people work, move and live and be another 

engine of economic growth. The launch of the Reference Materials is a significant 



  
  

 

 

step forward to more widespread use of drones and making air taxi operations a 

reality.  It is a good example of how collaboration amongst regulators and with industry 

is key to unlocking the full potential of technology to benefit our economies and 

societies.”  

 

11 The full Reference Materials can be downloaded here.  

 

  

https://www.caas.gov.sg/docs/default-source/docs---cc/asia-pacific-reference-materials-for-regulators-to-facilitate-aam-operations.pdf


  
  

 

 

About the Civil Aviation Authority of Singapore 

  
The mission of the Civil Aviation Authority of Singapore (CAAS) is to grow a safe, 
vibrant air hub and civil aviation system, making a key contribution to Singapore's 
success. CAAS' roles are to oversee and promote safety in the aviation industry, 
develop the air hub and aviation industry, provide air navigation services, provide 
aviation training for human resource development, and contribute to the development 
of international civil aviation. For more information, visit www.caas.gov.sg. 
  
  

  
For media queries, please contact: 
  
Mr Soh Wei Sheng 
Deputy Manager (Corporate Communications) 
Civil Aviation Authority of Singapore  
Mobile : +65 8399 0018 
Email : soh_wei_sheng@caas.gov.sg 
  

http://www.caas.gov.sg/
mailto:soh_wei_sheng@caas.gov.sg


  
  

 

 

Annex A 

Participants at 2nd Meeting of Asia-Pacific Regulators on Advanced Air Mobility 

S/N State / Administration 

1 Bhutan 

2 Cambodia 

3 Macao SAR, China 

4 Cook Islands 

5 Kiribati 

6 Marshall Islands 

7 Nauru 

8 Nepal 

9 Palau 

10 Papua New Guinea 

11 Philippines 

12 Samoa 

13 Singapore 

14 Solomon Islands 

15 Sri Lanka 

16 Thailand 

17 Timor-Leste 

18 Tonga 

19 Tuvalu 

20 Vietnam 

 
  



  
  

 

 

S/N Company / Organisation 

1 Alton Aviation 

2 Archer Aviation 

3 Association of Aerospace Industries (Singapore) 

4 ASTM International 

5 AutoFlight 

6 DefTech Unmanned Systems 

7 EHang 

8 Eve Air Mobility 

9 Futurise 

10 Garuda Robotics 

11 Heron Technology 

12 Hong Kong eVTOL Industry Association 

13 Indonesian Drone Pilot Association 

14 Pen Aviation 

15 Shenzhen Urban Transport Planning Center Co. 

16 Skydrive 

17 Skyports 

18 ST Engineering 

19 Vela Aero 

20 Vertical Aerospace 

21 Viasat 

 

  



  
  

 

 

Annex B 

Respondents to Industry Consultations in November 2024 and April 2025 

S/N Organisation 

1 Accenture 

2 Aerodyne 

3 AirAsia 

4 All Nippon Airways 

5 Alton Aviation 

6 Aonic 

7 ASTM International 

8 AutoFlight 

9 Aviation Industry Association New Zealand 

10 Cheongju University 

11 Civil Aviation Training Center Thailand 

12 East-Like Information Technology Service 

13 EHang 

14 Electricity Generating Authority of Thailand 

15 Eve Air Mobility 

16 Flight Next 

17 Futurise 

18 Garuda Robotics 

19 Hanhwa Systems 

20 Heron Technology 

21 High Lander Aviation 

22 Hong Kong eVTOL Industry Association 

23 Hyundai Elevator 

24 Indonesian Drone Pilot Association 

25 IterAero 

26 Japan Airlines 

27 Korea Aerospace Industries 

28 Korea Testing Certification Institute 

29 Korea Transport Institute 

30 Korean Air 

31 LODD 

32 Melay UAV 

33 Neo Aeronautics 

34 NexAvian 



  
  

 

 

35 OneSky Systems 

36 Phantom Edge 

37 Pukyong National University 

38 Shanghai Volant Aerotech 

39 Sichuan Aerofugia Technology Development Co. 

40 Skyports 

41 Skyrealm.io 

42 SkyVIV 

43 ST Engineering 

44 TCab Tech 

45 Vela Aero 

46 Vertical Aerospace 

47 Viasat 

48 VSPACE 

 


