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Through ENAIRE 
 
Mitma oversaw in July the most flights in 
Spain's aviation history, with over 223,000 
operations and an average of almost 7,200 
flights daily. 

 
• The Minister of Transport, Mobility and the Urban Agenda, Raquel 

Sánchez, welcomed this record, which confirms Spain's prominence 
as a driver of a key sector for tourism. 

• Spain has been one of the leading engines in the recovery of the 
aviation sector in Europe since 2021, with more flights than average 
and fewer delays. 

• The number of operations managed in July rose by 6.6%, with 
overflights up 8.4%, international flights 7.2%, and domestic flights 
3% compared to the same period in 2022. 

• All ENAIRE control centres reported an increase in the number of 
flights, both in July and in the first seven months of the year. 

• A comparison with July 2019 reaffirms the recovery in Spain, with an 
increase of 1.1% compared to -6.8% in Europe 

 
Madrid, 8 August 2023 

ENAIRE, an agency of the Ministry of Transport, Mobility and the Urban 
Agenda (Mitma) that is tasked with managing air navigation in Spain, beat 
the record for the most flights in Spain's aviation history in July, with 223,107 
operations in one month, equivalent to a daily average of 7,197 flights. This 
figure confirms the sector's recovery following the outbreak of the COVID 
pandemic in 2020, as well as ENAIRE's leading role among European air 
navigation service providers in recent years. 

https://twitter.com/ENAIRE
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The Minister of Transport, Mobility and the Urban Agenda, Raquel Sánchez, 
celebrated these figures, which make July "a historic month for aviation in our 
country". In this regard, she stressed the "importance of figures that confirm 
Spain's indisputable role as a driver for a key sector for tourism (around 12% 
of GDP) and the creation of employment and wealth".  

The head of Mitma also underscored the "importance of teamwork" and the 
"strong personal commitment of every employee at ENAIRE", whose excellent 
work "in all regions and offices" has enabled "the sector to recover at a steady 
pace throughout the year". 

"Since 2021, our country has been one of the main engines of recovery for 
aviation, with higher flight numbers than the European average, fewer delays 
and outstanding performance in safety standards, thanks to the 
commitment to public service of ENAIRE's workers", concluded Raquel 
Sánchez. 

More flights than in July 2019 

ENAIRE managed 1.1% more flights in July 2023 than in the same month in 
2019, while the average in Europe was 6.8% lower than the average for the 
continent in the same month of that year, which is typically used as a 
reference in the sector 

Against this backdrop, it is worth noting that on Saturday 22 July, ENAIRE 
managed 7,449 flights, a new record, thus exceeding the previous record 
reached in July 2019, when 7,425 flights were managed in one day. 

As concerns service quality, in the cumulative totals for the first seven 
months of 2023, the delays attributable to ENAIRE fell by 43% with respect to 
2019. 

12.7% more flights between January and July 

Spain's air navigation service provider handled over 1.2 million flights 
(1,236,835) in the first half of the year, a 12.7% increase over the same period 
in 2022. 

https://twitter.com/ENAIRE
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International flights (694,781) increased by 10.6%, domestic (254,970) by 8.9%, 
and overflights (those that do not depart from or land at a Spanish airport) by 
21.9% (287,084). 

In these first seven months, ENAIRE's air traffic control centres saw increases 
in the number of flights managed. Notable among the cumulative figures are 
Seville with 279,650 flights managed, a 16.8% increase; Barcelona, with 
579,315, 13.1% more; Madrid, with 678,907, 12.6% more; Canary Islands with 
214,870, 10.2%; and finally Palma, with 198,657, 3.8% more. 

A comparison of January-July 2023 and the same period in 2019, a record year 
before the pandemic, shows a change of 12.7% in Spain and of 12% with 
respect to all flights in Europe. 
 
 

Cumulative traffic comparison 2023-2022 
 TOTAL % International % Domesti

c 
% Overflights % 

 
ENAIRE network 1,236,835 12.7% 694,781 10.6% 254,970 8.9% 287,084 21.9% 

 
Madrid CC 678,907 12.6% 346,161 11.1% 115,687 11.0% 217,059 16.1% 

 
Barcelona CC  

579,315 13.1% 391,884 11.0% 108,562 5.9% 78,869 39.2% 

 
Canary Islands 
CC  

214,870 10.2% 102,068 7.9% 90,302 10.3% 22,500 21.2% 

 
Seville CC  

279,650 16.8% 128,024 13.1% 74,692 10.7% 76,934 30.8% 

 
Palma CC  

198,657 3.8% 131,899 2.2% 66,569 7.2% 189 -24.4% 

 
Note. The total number of flights operated by ENAIRE's network does not necessarily match the total number of flights managed by 
each Control Centre (CC). This is due to the fact that a flight is registered according to the airspace and route it crosses. For example: 
a flight departing from Adolfo Suárez Madrid-Barajas Airport bound for Josep Tarradellas Barcelona-El Prat will be registered at the 
Control Centres in Madrid and Barcelona. 

 

July data 

July and August are usually the months with the most flights. With respect 
to the month of July, as already stated, ENAIRE managed the most flights in 
the history of aviation with a total of 223,107 operations. This record is 6.6% 
more than for the same month in 2022. Of those, 131,141 were international 
(+7.2%), 42,269 domestic (+3%), and 49,697 overflights (+8.4%). It should be 
noted that the number of flights managed increased at the five air traffic 
control centres. 

https://twitter.com/ENAIRE
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Air traffic comparison July 2023/2022 
 TOTAL % International % Domesti

c 
% Overflights % 

 
ENAIRE 
network 

223,107 6.6% 131,141 7.2% 42,269 3.0% 49,697 8.4% 

 
Madrid CC 111,826 6.9% 55,382 8.3% 18,886 3.3% 37,558 6.7% 

 
Barcelona CC  

115,789 6.7% 82,824 7.1% 19,229 0.9% 13,736 13.7% 

 
Canary 
Islands CC  

31,300 4.0% 13,321 3.2% 14,640 4.5% 3,339 5.5% 

 
Seville CC  

48,235 7.9% 22,489 10.6% 12,015 6.0% 13,731 5.4% 

 
Palma CC  

49,513 2.0% 36,575 2.9% 12,916 - 0.2% 22 -40.5% 
 

 

With regard to the delays attributable to ENAIRE, despite the traffic increase, 
compared with July 2019, delays were 25% down, confirming the effectiveness 
of the measures laid out by ENAIRE in its 2023 Summer Plan. 

These good figures confirm Spain's leading role in aviation traffic 
management. This leadership and commitment to quality are also correlated 
to the safety standards and to the strategy to reduce aviation charges 
implemented by ENAIRE. 
 
About ENAIRE 
ENAIRE is the air navigation service provider in Spain.  
As a company of the Ministry of Transport, Mobility and the Urban Agenda, it 
provides en route control services for all flights and overflights from five 
control centres in Madrid, Barcelona, Seville, Gran Canaria and Palma, as well 
as approach services to every airport in the country.  
In addition, 46 airports receive ENAIRE's communication, navigation and 
surveillance services, and 21 airports, including the country's busiest, rely on 
its aerodrome control services. 

ENAIRE is Europe's fourth largest air traffic manager and participates in the 
A6 Alliance, a coalition of air navigation providers responsible for over 80% of 
European air traffic, and which is seeking to modernise the air traffic 

https://twitter.com/ENAIRE
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management system. It is also a member of other international alliances 
promoting the Single European sky, such as SESAR Joint Undertaking, SESAR 
Deployment Manager, iTEC, CANSO and ICAO. 

ENAIRE, as the agency appointed by the Ministry of Transport, Mobility and 
Urban Agenda to implement the U-space system in Spain, will be the provider 
of the Common Information Services (CIS), which are essential for 
administering U-space services to drones and Urban Air Mobility, in 
interaction with local air traffic control services, so that all types of aircraft 
can fly safely in the same airspace. 

ENAIRE has received the highest score in Europe on the aviation safety key 
performance indicator. It has also been awarded the EFQM 500 Seal for its 
safe, efficient, innovative and sustainable management of air navigation 
services. 
 

https://twitter.com/ENAIRE

