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CANSO and Aireon partnership finds global air traffic has recovered 51
percent since lowest point during COVID-19 pandemic

After hitting the lowest point of traffic in mid-April, Aireon’s space-based ADS-B data
shows fourteen consecutive weeks of increasing flight movements.

Amsterdam, Netherlands/Mclean, Virginia, 28 July 2020 - The Civil Air Navigation Services
Organisation (CANSQO) announced a considerable gain towards the recovery of the aviation industry
in the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic: a 51 percent recovery of global aircraft movements since the
lowest traffic point, which occurred on 12 April 2020. Since then, fourteen consecutive weeks have
shown growth in unique aircraft movements, according to Aireon data.

“The industry has been hit with immense challenges in 2020, and while we still have far to go to regain
normal traffic numbers, it's encouraging to see trends that suggest we are on course for a rebound,”
says Simon Hocquard, Director General of CANSO. “These numbers are a testament not only to the
resiliency of the aviation industry, but to the efforts of air traffic controllers, air navigation service
providers, airports and airlines who have provided an essential service throughout this period of
uncertainty and change.”

The initial recovery comes after over six consecutive weeks of a remarkably steep decline in flight
movements, including the weeks of 15 March and 22 March 2020, which saw reductions of 124,000
and 207,000, respectively. The week of 12 April 2020 saw global flight movements at their lowest
point to date, with a total decline of over 535,000 movements. However, over the past fourteen weeks,
CANSO reports an increase of approximately 272,000 flight movements, a 51 percent increase.
Global average daily flight numbers increased by 5,800 flights in the past two weeks, bringing air
traffic volumes to 60 percent of 2019 volumes for the first time since the widespread traffic restrictions
began.

On 9 April 2020, CANSO announced a partnership with Aireon, global provider of space-based ADS-
B data and air traffic management technology, to produce data-driven insights and analysis to better
understand COVID-19’'s impact within aviation, including air traffic management (ATM).

"Throughout the COVID-19 pandemic, it has been clear that jurisdictions making decisions based on
strong data have been the best prepared,” explains Aireon CEO, Don Thoma. “For the aviation
industry, data on air traffic has been crucial in understanding how the pandemic impacts a variety of
critical aviation stakeholders, both in terms of understanding the trajectory of traffic recovery and how
the ATM industry can continue to provide support for our eventual recovery.”

As traffic continues to be impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic, CANSO and Aireon will provide
expanded and extraordinary access to high-fidelity global ATM data. Access to this comprehensive
and high-fidelity information will provide vital insight both now, and in the future, to enable the
industry to handle future traffic growth safely, efficiently and sustainably.
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About CANSO

The Civil Air Navigation Services Organisation (CANSQO) is the global voice of air traffic management
worldwide. CANSO Members support almost 90 percent of world air traffic. Members share information
and develop new policies, with the ultimate aim of improving air navigation services on the ground and
in the air. CANSO represents its Members’ views in major regulatory and industry forums, including at
ICAQO, where it has official Observer status. CANSO has an extensive network of Associate Members
drawn from across the aviation industry. For more, visit canso.org.

About Aireon LLC

Aireon has deployed a space-based air traffic surveillance system for Automatic Dependent
Surveillance-Broadcast (ADS-B) equipped aircraft throughout the entire globe. Aireon is harnessing
next-generation aviation surveillance technologies that were formerly ground-based and, for the first
time ever, is extending their reach globally to significantly improve efficiency, enhance safety, reduce
emissions and provide cost savings benefits to all stakeholders. Space-based ADS-B surveillance
covers oceanic, polar and remote regions, and augments existing ground-based systems that are
limited to terrestrial airspace. In partnership with leading ANSPs from around the world, like NAV
CANADA, the Irish Aviation Authority (IAA), Enav, NATS and Naviair, as well as Iridium
Communications, Aireon is providing a global, real-time, space-based air traffic surveillance system,
available to all aviation stakeholders. For more information, please visit www.aireon.com.
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